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*     low volume collection of biological or geologic specimens, provided no more mammals or birds are taken than can normally be replaced by natural reproduction in the following season;
>     small scale detonation of explosives in connection with seismic research conducted in the continental interior of Antarctica where there will be no impact on native flora or fauna;
>     use of weather/research balloons, research rockets, and automatic weather stations that are to be retrieved (see Figure 4.6); and
*     use of radioisotopes, provided such use complies with applicable laws and regulations, and with NSF procedures for handling and disposing of radioisotopes.
The Committee's opinion is that the de minimis category should also include the following types of activities:
>     passive experiments that can be removed, such as remote sensing experiments;
>     small-scale perturbation experiments, such as ecological experiments that replicate natural processes;
>     release of trace quantities of naturally-occurring substances;
>     geologic sampling, surveying, and meteorite collection;
FIGURE 4.6 Retrieval of a balloon carrying automated experimental instrumentation. (Courtesy of R. Sanders, NOAA/ERL, Aeronomy Laboratory).ation,
